Dear M. Beaul |li eu:

Thank you for your presentation before the M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssion during the public neeting held in Mirgan Gity,
Loui si ana, on August 22, 2003.

The Conmi ssion appreciates your support for the Louisiana
Coastal Area (LCA) and other |arge-scale restoration projects.
The New Orleans District continues to work closely with the
State of Louisiana to devel op conprehensive solutions to restore
and protect the natural and human environnment and to create a
sust ai nabl e ecosystem for coastal Louisiana. The purpose of
t he Loui si ana Coastal Area Conprehensive Coastw de Ecosystem
Restoration study is to identify and explore |ong-range, | arge-
scal e ecosystemrestoration plans to restore and protect coastal
Loui siana. The LCA study is scheduled for conpletion in June
2004, which would make it eligible for inclusion in the Water
Resour ces Devel opment Act (WRDA 2004).

As part of the LCA Conprehensive Study, we are exploring
various types of restoration neasures across the coast. Two
restoration neasures to restore the reef in the Wax Lake
Qutl et area have been identified and anal yzed.

(1) Rebuild historic barrier between Point Au Fer and
Eugene Island. Enhance Atchafal aya River influence in eastern
At chaf al aya Bay, Point Au Fer |sland, and Four League Bay by
rebuilding the historic barrier between Point Au Fer and Eugene
I sland. This 22,700-foot barrier would separate Atchafal aya
Bay fromthe gulf and would follow the historic Point Au Fer
reef alignnment. The barrier could be a reef, barrier island,
intertidal spit, or a segnented breakwater. The barrier would
i ncrease delta devel opnent by reducing the effects of gulf

-2-

waves and the erosive effects of strong frontal passages. It
woul d benefit Point au Fer Island wetlands and Fourl eague Bay
wet | ands by increasing Atchafal aya River influence, while
reduci ng gul f influence.

(2) Rebuild Hi storic Reefs - Construct segnented
reef/breakwater/jetty along the historic Point Au Fer barrier
reef from Eugene |sland extending towards Marsh Island to the
west .  Enhance Atchafal aya Delta growh and Atchafal aya R ver




i nfluence in Sub Province 3 by constructing a segnented
reef/breakwater/jetty along the historic Point Au Fer barrier
reef from Eugene |sland, extending towards Marsh Island to the
west. The 107, 700-foot barrier would join the Bayou Sal e
natural |evee feature. This neasure would reduce delta
wet | and erosion caused by gulf wave action and woul d increase
contai nment of Atchafal aya sedinents in Atchafal aya Bay.

Prior to inplenentation of these restoration neasures,
detail ed engi neering and environnmental studies will be
conducted in order to identify the environnental and econom c
benefits affecting the bays and estuaries.

The New Oleans District is currently preparing a draft
report presenting a final array of coastw de plans. Your
organi zation and the general public will have opportunities
to review the proposed plans and provide input once the report
is available for public review New Oleans District personnel
wi |l keep you infornmed about the various coastw de plans and
progress through public nmeetings and the foll owi ng web sites:
www, coast 2050. gov and www. nvn. usace.arny.nml/prj/lca

The Conmi ssi on appreci ates receiving your comments and
| ooks forward to hearing fromyou at our future public neetings.

Si ncerely,

Don T. Riley

Bri gadi er General, U S. Arny

Presi dent Designee, M ssissipp
Ri ver Comm ssi on



